	The Virginia Housing Coalition  
Regional Workshops 


	
	Dear Jim,
2009 has proven to be a year of major housing transition - new federal housing funds available, housing markets struggling to recover, foreclosures at historic highs, housing finance being restructured. With all of these changes, the Board of Directors and Legislative Committee of the Virginia Housing Coalition felt it was necessary to scheduled a series of regional workshops to help our membership and the broader affordable housing community identify our legislative priorities, understand how we individually can become more effective advocates, and identify steps we can take to improve the policies and processes that impact our constituents every day.
 
Each workshop will begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude by 3 p.m., with lunch included in the complimentary registration. The morning session will feature training on how to be a more effective advocate for affordable housing, as well as a discussion of housing issues and what legislative proposals should be advanced in the 2010 session of the General Assembly to address them. The Virginia Housing Trust Fund legislation will likely again be the major legislative initiative of VHC. The afternoon session will focus on what changes in State housing program policies (HOME, Low Income Tax Credits, Weatherization, Indoor Plumbing, etc.) would be beneficial to our members. The results of the six workshops will form the basis for our legislative platform and administrative policy recommendations for 2010.
 
These are some of the issues we will be discussing at the regional workshops. Your participation in this discussion is crucial to ensure that our legislative efforts are based upon the priorities of our members. Please register for the session you would like to attend by clicking here for a registration form or by responding to this e-mail with your choice of meeting date, name, company name, phone and e-mail address by the registration deadline noted for each meeting.

	Calendar of Meetings
· June 12, Northern Virginia 
(2230 N  Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22201) register by June 8th 

· June 16, Abingdon 
(The Virginia Highlands Small Business Incubator) register by June 11th 

· June 17, Roanoke 
(The Blue Ridge Independent Living Center) register by June 12th 

· June 26, Richmond 
(The Virginia Housing Center, Innsbrook) register by June 22nd 

· July 9, Hampton 
(300 Medical Drive, Hampton, VA 23666) register by July 6th 

· July 10, Charlottesville 
(Central Library, 201 E. Market St.) register by July 6th 


Workshop Schedule
10:00 a.m.         Legislative Issues and Advocacy Training Workshop
12:00 noon        Lunch (provided)
12:45 p.m.         Administrative/Policy Issues Workshop
3:00 p.m.           Adjourn


	
	Thank you for your continuing support of the Virginia Housing Coalition.
 
Sincerely,
Mary Kidd, Administrator
The Virginia Housing Coalition

	

	


