Hi ,

In the next few days Congress is going to vote on the economic recovery package that everyone's been talking about for the last two months. 

For the environment, the big question remains: Will Congress vote to create a stronger, more sustainable economy by investing in green jobs and a green economic recovery? 

The answer: Not without your action this week. 

Click here to urge your member of Congress to support green jobs and a green economic recovery. 

Increasing energy efficiency, expanding public transportation, deploying renewable energy technology, and reducing the pollution that causes global warming are the key elements of a strong, green economic recovery package. 

Our research shows that we could reduce the pollution that causes global warming by 10 percent and replace the power equivalent of 170 dirty, coal-fired power plants with clean energy if we make the right choices for stimulating the economy.[1]
Your member of Congress is about to vote on Obama's economic recovery bill -- hopefully in the next few days -- and our staff in Washington, D.C., has told me that the bill contains many of the specific recommendations we made to the Presidential Transition Team.[2]
Click here to tell Congress you support a green economic recovery. 

Just imagine: If Congress approves the Obama recovery proposal, we could quickly put Americans to work building more wind farms, installing millions of solar roofs and weatherizing millions of homes while allowing new clean, green industries to take hold in a strengthened economy. 

It can happen, but it's going to take some effort to get there. We have been working with mayors, union leaders, green business executives and more to get the message to Congress. But we won't be able to get the environmental protection, green jobs or investment in green infrastructure that we need without your help.

Now, I'm asking you to click here to take action and add your voice to the choir. 

Thanks for everything you do.

J.R. Tolbert
Environment Virginia Environmental Advocate
Tolbert@environmentvirginia.org
http://www.environmentvirginia.org
P.S. Public transit projects create six times the economic benefits of building new roads. And public transit is far better for the environment. But the road-building lobby has already been able to convince several powerful legislators[3] that when it comes to transportation, we need more roads and bridges to nowhere rather than more buses and rail that take cars off the street and reduce pollution. That's just one of the reasons we need to make sure that Congress hears from Americans like you who want to make sure we pass a clean, green economic recovery. 

[1]http://www.environmentamerica.org/news-releases/new-energy-future/new-energy-future/america-has-a-bright-future-in-clean-energy
[2]http://www.environmentamerica.org/home/reports/report-archives/new-energy-future/new-energy-future/repowering-america-with-a-green-economic-recovery-plan
[3]http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-loeb-and-deron-lovaas/missing-the-train-on-the_b_158930.html
